CHAPTER 2 

SYNCHRONIC PHONOLOGY 

2.1. INTRODUCTION 

In the previous chapter it was pointed out that the segmental 
phonemes of Fore are open to different Interpretations. Nicholson and 
Nicholson (1962) showed that consonant clusters could be Interpreted 
either as clusters of simple phonemes, or as unitary complexes. 
Similarly, vowel-glides could be Interpreted either as sequences or as 
complex units. 

In this chapter, the phonemes are described according to what I 
consider Is the most appropriate analysis, taking Into account sim- 
plicity, efficiency, and morphophonemlc relationships. This description 
Is then followed by the reasoning governing that analysis, and Includes 
discussion of the Nicholsons' paper, 

2.2. SEGMENTAL PHONEMES 

Pore has nine simple consonants and three prenasallsed stops, six 
vowels and four vowel-glides. These are charted below In (3). 

(3) CONSONANTS: /p/ /t/ /k/ /'/ 



VOWELS: 



/?/ 


/t/ 


/k/ 


/mp/ 


/nt/ 


/nk/ 


/«/ 


/n/ 




/w/ 


/y/ 

/s/ 




/I/ 


/a/ 


/u/ 


/«/ 


/a:/ 


/o/ 


/al/ 


/au/ 


/ae/ 


/ao/ 
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Vowel-glides, which consist of two segments, undergo change in two 
features during articulation. Firstly, whatever value the first seg- 
ment holds for the feature Low, the opposite value for High will be 
held by the second. Thus [ae, ao, aI , au] are formed, but not *CAe, 
Ao, ai, au]. Secondly, there is change in value for either Back or 
Round, to give [ae, aI] or [ao, au] respectively. 

2.4.2. veschjpuve statement 

A concise but adequate descriptive statement of Pore phonemes may 
be achieved by reading the features of (32) in reverse order. This 
gives the statement in (33)> in which I omit reference to the feature 
Syllabic wherever Consonantal has a plus value. Interpretive editing 
will produce the versions in parentheses . 

(33) Descriptive Statement of Fore Phonemes: 

/a/ non-low, back unrounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(mid central vowel) 

/a:/ low, back unrounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(low central vowel) 

/ae/ low back to non-high non-back, unrounded syllabic phoneme; 
(lax front vowel-glide) 

/ai/ non-low back to high non-back, unrounded syllabic phoneme; 
(tense front vowel-glide) 

/ao/ low unrounded to non-high rounded, back syllabic phoneme; 
(lax back vowel-glide) 

/au/ non-low unrounded to high rounded, back syllabic phoneme; 
(tense back vowel-glide) 

/e/ non-high, non-back unrounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(mid front vowel) 

/i/ high, non-back unrounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(high front vowel) 

/k/ non-anterior, non-nasal non-continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(velar obstruent) 

/m/ non-coronal, nasal continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(labial nasal) 

/mp/ non-coronal anterior, nasal non-continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(labial nasal obstruent) 

/n/ coronal, nasal continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(dental nasal) 

/nk/ non-anterior, nasal non-continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(velar nasal obstruent) 

/nt/ coronal anterior, nasal non-continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(dental nasal obstruent) 

/o/ non-high, rounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(mid back vowel) 
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/p/ non-coronal anterior, non-nasal non-continuant, consonantal 
phoneme; (labial obstruent) 

/s/ non-nasal continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
{sibilant) 

/t/ coronal anterior, non-nasal non-continuant, consonantal phoneme; 
(dental obstruent) 

/u/ high, rounded, syllabic phoneme; 
(high back vowel) 

/w/ anterior, continuant, non-consonantal non-syllabic phoneme; 
(labial semivowel) 

/y/ non-anterior, continuant, non-consonantal non-syllabic phoneme; 
(palatal semivowel) 

/•/ non-continuant, non-consonantal non-syllabic phoneme, 
(glottal stop) . 
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